
Th e  Righ t lik e  th e  Le ft
Bus h  talk s  lik e  Goodm an. An inte rnationalis t w h o 
figh ts  for fre e dom  and libe rty, de m ocracy and 
h um an righ ts  w orldw ide , s o th at th e re  m ay be  
pe ace  in th e  e nd. Many m ak e  th e  point th at Bus h  
doe s n't m e an w h at h e  s ays , but w h o doe s ? But 
w h at m os t conve nie ntly ignore  is , th at th e  Bus h  
propaganda te am  pre cis e ly targe te d fundam e ntal 
contradictions  w ith in th e  le ft. W e  m ore  or le s s  
agre e  w ith  s pre ading de m ocracy and libe rating th e  
w orld from  tyrannie s . Jus t w e  dis agre e  w ith  th e  
m e ans  be ing us e d and targe ts  be ing ch os e n. 
More ove r, e ve n w ith  th e  targe t s e le ction th e re  is  
m uch  com m on ground.

Claim ing Moral and Inte lle ctual 
Supe riority and Supre m acy
W e  re s e rve  for us  th e  final s ay and th e re for fe e l 
lik e  h ave  to e ith e r approve  or dis approve  th e  
oth e rs . W h e n from  our pe rs pe ctive  and judgm e nt 
th e  attack e d don't de s e rve  our s upport, w e  bas icly 
approve  or e ve n de m and inte rve ntion and 
aggre s s ion. From  th e re  any cle ar pos ition agains t 
U.S. and W e s te rn h e ge m ony, e xpans ion, pow e r 
proje ction and e nforce m e nt is  com prom is e d and 
th e  dis cours e  s h ifts  tow ard agains t w h om , w h e n, 
and h ow .

An e s tim ate d tw o m illion Iraq i pe ople  w e re  
e xte rm inate d s ince  19 9 1, m os tly th rough  th e  UN 
s anctions , block ade  and e m bargo, building upon 
th e  de vas tation caus e d by 88,500 t bom bs  fire d 
upon Iraq . W e  all w atch e d, m ore  or le s s  s ile ntly, 
w h ile  our s ocie tie s , in our nam e , com m itte d m as s  
e xte rm ination of Iraq i pe ople .

For all of us  not living in Iraq  th e re  w as  a de cis ion 
to m ak e  be tw e e n only tw o s ide s  and any 
avoidance  to s tand in uncom prom is e d s olidarity 
w ith  Iraq  and agains t th e  U.N./U.S./Coalition 
aggre s s ion only re ve ale d th e  de e ply roote d 
inte rve ntionis t and m is s ionary m ind-s e t of th os e , 
w h o cannot s im ply re s pe ct th e  inte grity, 
s ove re ignty and s e lf-de te rm ination of oth e r pe ople s .

Com m on Targe t: Afgh anis tan
Afgh anis tan w as  a targe t of m any on th e  le ft, 
particularly afte r th e  Tale ban h ad com e  to pow e r 

and m anage d to s top w arfigh ting in m os t of th e  
country for th e  firs t tim e  in de cade s . Th e  
dis inte gration of Afgh anis tan could be  pre ve nte d 
and th e  s tate  w as  functioning unde r th e  le ade rs h ip 
of s im ple  rural m e n w ith  no gove rning e xpe rie nce . 
Bas ic s e curity w as  re s tore d, re cons truction and 
de ve lopm e nt be gun.

Many on th e  le ft couldn't acce pt w h at h appe ne d in 
Afgh anis tan be caus e  th e  principle s  and w ays  
im ple m e nte d by th e  Tale ban contradict th e  
h um anitarian utopis m  or s ocialis t ide ology th e y 
be lie ve  in. Much  propaganda w as  de ploye d agains t 
Afgh anis tan by activis t groups  in th e  De m ocratic 
Totalitarian Socie tie s  (DTS), w h ich  ve ry m uch  
h e lpe d to pre pare  th e  cas e  for m ilitary aggre s s ion 
(unde r Clinton) and invas ion/occupation (unde r 
Bus h  II).

Afte r 9 /11, look ing for an appropriate  targe t for 
aggre s s ion to s atis fy th e  im m e diate  de s ire  for 
re ve nge , and dis tract th e  Am e rican public from  
th ink ing about w h at h ad h appe ne d, Afgh anis tan 
w as  m os t obvious . Th e  de m oniz ation of th e  Taliban 
gove rnm e nt and w ar propaganda h ad gone  a long 
w ay and w as  w aiting to be  activate d ins tantly.

In th e  fall of 2001, th e  UN 'le galiz e d' th e  US w ar of 
aggre s s ion agains t Afgh anis tan, one  of th e  poore s t 
countrie s , w h ich  trie d to re cove r afte r de cade s  of 
w ar and facing th e  cons e q ue nce s  of s e ve ral 
cons e cutive  drough t ye ars . W ith  w inte r q uick ly 
approach ing, all aid ope rations  s toppe d w h e n th e  
USA be gan its  as s ault.

Unk now n num be rs  of pe ople  die d not only from  th e  
bom bing, or w e re  k ille d by th e  invading troops , but 
als o be caus e  th e ir food or fire w ood re s e rve s  
prove d ins ufficie nt or w h ile  trying to re ach  one  of 
th e  cam ps  w h e re  m any die d as  w e ll. Still today 
Afgh anis tan continue s  to be  occupie d by US/NATO 
troops  and face s  m as s ive  Inte rnational Com m unity 
m ilitary, political, e conom ic and s ocial e ngine e ring 
e fforts .

Afgh anis tan is  jus t an e xam ple  for a m uch  m ore  
bas ic th e m e . Th e  le ft, traditionally, w as  alw ays  
inte rnationalis t and m is s ionary m inde d, s upports  
inte rve ntion into th e  affairs  of oth e rs  by de fining all 
affairs  th e irs .
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Support for Aus tralian e xpans ionis m :
E Tim or
Lik e  in s o m any oth e r re gions , E Tim or cam e  as  a 
re s ult of colonial divis ion. E Tim or h ad be e n unde r 
Portugue s e  colonial rule  from  159 6 until 19 75, 
w h e n Portugal gave  up w h at w as  le ft of its  colonial 
pos s e s s ions . Indone s ia th e n invade d E Tim or, 
re s ulting in s om e  te n th ous ands  k ille d, ins talle d a 
gove rnm e nt and 'Pe ople 's  As s e m bly', w h ich  
e ndors e d an 'Act of Inte gration' m ak ing Eas t Tim or 
th e  27th  province  of th e  Re public of Indone s ia.

Th e  UN, w h ich  didn't e ve r is s ue  any s tate m e nt 
agains t th e  Portugue s e  colonial rule , now  calle d 
upon Indone s ia 'to w ith draw  w ith out de lay its  
arm e d force s  from  th e  Te rritory' citing 'th e  te rritorial 
inte grity of Portugue s e  Tim or and th e  inalie nable  
righ t of its  pe ople  to s e lf-de te rm ination'.

Th e  re s is tance  agains t th e  Indone s ian occupation 
continue d th rough out th e  ye ars  and s o did counte r-
ins urge ncy oppre s s ion and k illing ope rations  of th e  
Indone s ian m ilitary re s ulting in m any m ore  de ath s .

Afte r th e  e nd of th e  Cold W ar th e  anti-com m unis t 
Indone s ian re gim e  w as  no longe r us e ful for th e  
De m ocratic Totalitarian Socie tie s  (DTS) and th e y 
re vis e d th e ir policie s . Econom ic and financial 
de pe nde ncie s  as  w e ll as  th e  continue d libe ration 
s truggle  in E Tim or w e re  obvious  w e ak ne s s e s  
w h ich  could be  us e d to put pre s s ure s  on Indone s ia.

For m any ye ars , W e s te rn h um an righ ts  and le ft 
activis ts  h ad s upporte d th e  s e paratis t re s is tance  
agains t Indone s ia. It w as  e as y to s e e  th at unde r 
th e  curre nt w orld orde r E Tim or can ne ve r be  
anyth ing but a w e ak  ps e udo s tate , nom inally 
inde pe nde nt and s ove re ign, but in re ality controlle d 
by fore ign force s , occupie d or at le as t a 
prote ctorate  of s om e  k ind.

Fe bruary 2005 m as s  s tarvation h as  be e n re porte d 
in E. Tim or. Th e  large  m ajority of village rs  re porte d 
food s h ortage s  during 2001. Mos t of th e  1 m io 
E.Tim ore s e  pe ople s  live s  in s ubs is te nce  farm ing 
com m unitie s  w h ich  are  h e avily pre s s ure d into 
de pe nde ncy of m one tariz e d re lations . Fre e  m ark e t 
policie s  h ave  be e n rigorous ly im pos e d. Food 
ins e curity h as  be e n prolife rate d, de s pite  billions  of 
aid, w h ich  h as  be e n s unk e n into th e  E. Tim or 
h um anitarian s e lf-de te rm ination proje ct.

Afte r all, th e  activis t's  propaganda turne d out to be  
a valuable  contribution to DTS-Aus tralian 
e xpans ionis t e fforts  in th e  re gion in ge ne ral and th e  
Tim or Se a in particular

Invas ions  for De m ocracy: H aiti, Iraq
Many ope nly de m ande d or s upporte d th e  US 
invas ion of H aiti in 19 9 4 w h ich  ins talle d Aris tide  as  
Pre s ide nt of H aiti, w h o h ad be e n e le cte d and th e n 
re m ove d by coup in 19 9 1.

You can't blam e  th e  lion, once  invite d into th e  
h ous e , for e ating you w h e n your turn com e s . Th e  
2004 coup and ongoing Inte rnational Com m unity 
occupation puts  H aiti as  a polical, s ocial and 
h um anitarian e ngine e ring cas e  lik e , for e xam ple , 
th e  DRCongo, Libe ria, Sie rra Le one , Som alia.

W h e n th e  US adm inis tration and policy m ak e rs  talk  
about m ak ing Iraq  a de m ocracy, th e y re ally h ope d 
to do th at. Be caus e  s ucce s s fully ins talling 
de m ocracy in Iraq  w ould m e an th at th e y 
s ucce e de d in im pos ing th e ir w ill upon th e  country.

Th e  le ft is  not agains t de m ocracy and am ong th e m  
w e  inde e d find s trong s upport for inte rve ntion to 
s pre ad de m ocracy. Jus t th e y dis agre e  about th e  
de tails  of h ow  de m ocracy is  be ing im ple m e nte d.

Multiple  s tandards
Th e re  is  no cons is te ncy or coh e re nce  e ith e r. For 
e xam ple , inte rve ntion is  re je cte d agains t Cuba, 
Ve ne z ue la, not m e ntione d agains t Ch e ch nya, 
Pak is tan, proble m atic agains t Pale s tine , acce pte d 
agains t Libe ria, Sie rra Le one , DRCongo, 
de m ande d agains t Sudan, Indone s ia.

Th e  point is  th at w h at w e  pe ople  s h are , acros s  th e  
political s pe ctrum , is  a bas ic m e ntal condition th at 
m ak e s  us  th ink  th at w e  k now  w h at is  be s t for 
oth e rs  and inde e d for th e  w h ole  w orld. Ge ne rally 
w e  don't re s pe ct and w on't tole rate  th at oth e rs  w ant 
to live  according to th e ir ow n h is tory and w ays . 
Th e re  is  no h e s itation to judge  oth e rs  and viole ntly 
inte rfe re  w ith  th e ir life . Th e  s am e  totalitarian 
m inds e t claim ing th e  ow n principle s  and value s  to 
be  abs olute , unive rs al h um an righ ts  and global 
s tandards  to be  im pos e d and e nforce d for th e  be s t 
of all, th e  s am e  m yth s  of progre s s , fre e dom  and 
h appine s s  on both  s ide s  of th e  political s pe ctrum . 
Be caus e  th e y are  jus t s h ade s  of th e  s am e .




