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Excerpts from
"The Afrocentric ldea"
by Molefi Kete Asante

"... Eurocentric ideology that
masquerades as a universal view
in the fields of intercultural
copmmunication, rhetoric,
philosophy, linguistics,
psychology, education,
anthropology, and history."
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"... many today find it difficult
to cease viewing European culture
as the center of the social
universe."
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"Without severe criticism, the
preponderant Eurocentric myths of
universalism, objectivity, and
classical traditions retain a
provincial European cast. ... The
aggressive seizure of
intellectual space, like the
seizure of land, amounts to the
aggressor occupying someone
else's territory while claiming
it as his own. ..."
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Whit Suprmacy

Unbrunat §, te ide obgy and practice ofWh it
Suprmacyis we lBand alke . Itis im poranto
not,tatte Whit'is notaboutskin co br, but
aboutakind of'Supr macy". Itis calld Whit"

be cause itis a Europe an conce pt, and base d on

s trong racis tatiitude s. Obvious F, Wh i€
Suprmacyis mor tanideobgy, most

im porant¥, sttuctur s ofe nforce m e ntand contro I
Butin tis sh ortt xti wilMocus on ide o bgy.

Whit Supremacy (WS)is basedonte chim tat
cerainpeopll ar somehow supe nortanoters,
and tattis woull pstify aut ority one rte

Discussion Paper

oters. WS is anindis pe nsab I partofte
Pundaton ofEurope an Re naissance ph i bsophy
as we Bas i€ sciences, maybe exce pt
matematcs.

The conce ptand willlo dominat BE and Mng is
te cor ofWhit Supremacy (WS),which init
cure nts &€ is based in te Democratic

Tota Marian Socie ie s (DTS - USA, WestEU,
Aus tra b, Canada, Japan), wit it cune ntlader
beingte USA. The DTS ope rat wit a

com prhensivw package ofint ne ntion and

dom ination, app king a tiage ofassim i kton,
subjugation, and e x€ m ination. The orde ris
Punde d, maintaine d and se cur d by

ov rwhe hing Prce, causing de at and

de vas tation in h is orica ¥ unk now n dim e nsions .

The morally ofte DTS is ondisphy inteir
actons, mostclarkr flcedand raffimed in
te sysematcmass e xe minaton ofmor tan
womilbn lragipeopll since 1990. Butwe allo
see us inte destruction ofYugos bkva, te

ass au kand occupaton ofAfh anistan, and ot e r
For ign O ccupie d Countrie s Re gions - FOCR),
in te wam onge ring and r co bnizaton ofwh ol
r gions in Africaand e Bewher (Int matonal
Com m unity Contro Bd Countrie s Re gions
IC2CR).

Forte btaMarianschemes, © continue te

p knde rand dom ination, b supprss B and
expand contoIWh at\e rworks is beingused ©
m anipu k€ or®Prce peopll in de spairand
submission,and ©ext minat B notvaled
wort IMng.

Ourprochime d int ntions can ne\e rbe be B\ed,
be cause we use speech mosth as ameans of
de ce ption, ar neite rh onestnorce dibl, and

t e r DOrcannotbe tus€d. Talling one way and
acting anoter. This is wh ate Xpe rie nce and
history has taugh tus.

Ne\e rdid te Europe ans r frain orde partfrom

te concepttatteyar te standardsete s Or
alooBw.We wer Prced  concede some
space her and ter,butcontnue bchg ba
basic assum pton ofsupe ronty. We see tis most
clark r flct d in ourconce pton and pratice of
unine sa b um an righ €, 'de m ocracy’, ‘progr ss".



Le tus Bbok mor chse ¥

Inrecentyears we sav a r\vivallofWh it

Supr m acis tide o bgy, base d on ce rtain ide a-
valles. The mostimporantoftese ar uman
righ &€, de m ocracy, progr ss, free dom, e rty,
secubrsm,andmuliculuralkm. These conce pt
ar being prsentdand pe rce ive d by m any as
somehow absolit (universal,inte case ofte
humanrgh €'evenexp kith stat d.

Ith as become sobad, tatter seems © be no
way tese conce p& and ide as canse rious ¥ be
ciallngedbyeite rrason ordecision. Not

be cause tese conce pt haw been prown © be
supe rior, norwide ¥ agred upon, noris te r any
kel ofaE matw and contradicting conce p&, but
be cause teyhaw beentansomedinb a

m ate rofbe B fand dogm a, se parat d from bot
teory and practse , and backed by te most
awesome milary machinery,and te worst

de sttuctve and vioIntcivikaton known ©
humans.

H uman Righ € as an Expr ssion of
Whit Suprmacy

H um ans cannotcons tuctorfnd unive rsa ltut
andrulls by temse Bes,orde fne whatis st
and righ toraBsimp¥ be cause we ar st
humanand alays r hitve © oterhuman. Being
hitdas we ar,itseems obvous t atour

unde s tanding ofte univ se init by, or
evenourr htons as partoftis phneteart ,will
alays emain Initd.

Prse nting wh at \e rsocia ide allconce pt, or
principll as univ sallimp ks tatitis assumed
1 be ttue and appkabl © albh uman beings,
rgardlss ofdifErnces and r htions. Itsh ou B
be obvous tatte & ry momentany group of
pe opll does notagre and insis t de cide Por
ite F(inse Fde € mination and -de fnition), te r
is a confictcaused by tose wh owant im pose
teirways and vMews upon allote rs. Any de m and
ofcom plnce and supportre norce me nt

be comes a b htantactofaggr ssion.

Humanaut ority can ne\e rbe abso bt , ifittries
D be andhas te means ofe noreeme nt itw il
necessarn ¥ be eite rtyrannica lor ota Baran. T is
iswher we ar tbday,some years inobte frst
Tota Marian G bbalOrde r (TGO), contro Bd and
dom inat d by te Dem ocratc Tota Marian

Socie e s (DTS).

On¥ a divne ¢ ntity trans ce nding i um an can be
such anabso bt aut ority oralh um ans and
constut unive salrut and give us guidance ©
rpctoroBbw. Andsur §, Ortose whobe B\
tatte universe and allbeingwas cratd, te
cr abris such an aut onty.

Insumm ary, ifany se tofh umans chims aut onty
ov ralhumanity, and acualf aker aton, tey
rwvalistteirotManan mindse tand se cond
teirbe Ecose inentons. Fortey Rck enventie

m os thasic ks pe ctand ofE nd any notion of

r ciprocity, in ¢ fE ct Baving no ¢ oice Prpe ace.
Com m unication ke ne gotatonis umed ino
tacticalm ane uve 5 in a pe M ane ntconfict, wh ich
canonk be rsolled t rough vicobry and de £ at

The ide obgy offi um an righ € doesn'tneed © be a
prob Im as bng as itis neite rob habry nor

com pu Bive ortose ofus wh o don'tagre wit
tese humanngh €. Intis itis simikhro r Lion.
To be true, Bt and submission m us the

o intary. Be B\ what\w ryou wantand rspect
me ©dote same. Ifbe B\vinginhuman righ €
makes youabeterperson,i'llbe happy Brt at

Itink tathuman righ € ar inde €nsib il

ph i bs oph ica I and prowe n dis inctona bore e n
de vas tating in practice . Beyond te usualihu -
Bace speech,allingsome way and acing ot e,
ter seems ©be nouse rhiuman rgh € butas
ameans ofde ce ption and propaganda.

De m ocracy is Propaganda and
Pr \& nton ofFundam ¢ nta ICh ange

De m ocracy is notm ain ¥ a partcu khrsocial
po Mica borde r, butan abs tractide a-\a lie , t e
ulimat means of Bgitmizing powe r. This goe s
so Bart ate\e ndiclorships, milary, co bnial
and occupation r gime s conducte Bctions ©
Bbricat some Bgiimizaton teirrul.

De mocracy is a propaganda € m ,which is not
clarb de fned and me ans m any t ings

de pendingonwhouses itand inwh ich cont xtit
is used.Whenyou el wit de €nde s or
propone nt ofde m ocracy aboutt e de m ocratic
orde ,questons ar ofenanswe rd by sttng
tatwhatwe haw is notye tte 'ralde mocracy’
andwhatwe needis mor ‘de mocratzaton’and
‘participaton”. The obscur tingis t atwh atis



tmed'ralis notwhill te raldemocracy, as
we gotbknow and M underinsomany p hees
Prso bngakady,is © pctdas basis oran
evabaton ofte order.

The DTS wantb make de mocracy anoter
unive salhvallie. This is basedonte same ol
chims ofsupe rionty ofour civi kEaton and
supr macy base d on vioInce and corupton.

We want de fne , m onior, inve s igat and judge
com plnce , and im pose sanctons upon a lin

de Fance . Ne e r bosing sigh tofourown int ks &
and bene ¥, we won'talbw, and use massiw
vioInce against any se rious ¢ allnge © our
dom ination and contol

De m ocracy, h um an righ € andscience ar te

m os ttindam ¢ nta e apons ofide o bgica W arbr
D deEndte chim ofsociakupe riority and wh i€
SUPR m acy.

Arguing agains tt e te ory ofde m ocracy is

r hite Feasy,especiall te rull ofm aprity and
te roll ofcompromise inte decisionmaking
processes, prom oting divsions inb inE kst
groups and cons e ncie s, Bading © powe rp hy
and dirty com prom ising, te cone s ponding

ce ntra katon ofpowe r, te prob Im ofscahbi iy
ofsciemes ofme aning® Enclision and
partcipation, t¢ r khton ofpropaganda and
mass socie ty,orte secu bhrism ofcapia bt

de m ocracy.

De m ocracy is jus tan orde ruse d © organize
contro land oppr ssion,asystm designed ©
albw Brinceme ntaland gradua kch ange s wit in
hitdparamet s and on¥ in ce riain orde rk
ways, te rbyhe ping © pr\& ntany se rious
uprising and r o kton from te botiom. Kgr w
outofandis com pIme ntng capitabm -
cobniakm-impe iakbm.

Peopll ar OB t atpartcipatng ine Bctons and
complingwit,and lhhitingtemse ks ©, Bgal
po Micabproce durs is allteycangetand teir
onk¥ c ance ofinchlsion and r pr se n&aton,
oterwise teirinerst wilkimp#® be ignor d, or
worse teywillbe targe £ d and pe se cut d.

\oting gives peopll te ilsion as ifteiropinion
acualmakes anydifErnce whilinrally it
doesn't Democracy alays h as a nexte Bction,
promvding h ope oranoterchance andewn

comes wit aframewor 1 eXxprss oppositon in
te meantme. Fand as bngas te peoplls ar
made be B\e inte cycl,itis a\vicious one: an
endlss bopensuring tatpeopll won't
fuindame nta ¥ ¢ ange orde rand r htons.

The feedom ofexprssion, &irand free ¢ Bctons,
m u E-party de m ocracy can bar ¥ disguise te
powe rlissness ofte citzens. The rgh to disse nt
is hrge ¥ pstameans ©keepus from rsistng
and m oMng © ¢l ange tings.

We can pub k¥ exprss ouropinion and organize
protstwe can wt andeve n run Brpo lical
pos ition, butany se rious ch alnge againstte
systm wiBundoubtd be crushedmercillss §. We
ar peopll Mnginacage made be B\ tatte
cage is frre dom andwh o no bnge rknow h ow itis
Dbe free.

Mos tde m ocracie s ar se tup © calloutt e troops
incase te peopll rise up © ow rcome

de m ocracy. Fundame nta I ¢ anging te po lical
syse€m terrcannoth appe n t rough te
syse€m buton¥ t rough struggll agains tit, and
mosthke ¥ cannotawid confrontatonwit te
amed Prces securng it

As soon as any mow mentde & bps in a se rous
trato te rubhg groups and organizatons, it
willbe targe €d,isobht d, infhat d, ciminaked
and atlacked. Any rallesistance has © fce teir
troops . Expe ctno Bss tan te T Bpowe rof

e nforce m e ntapparatus m oMng agains tus ifwe
everstandupand esist

Be sur t atdem ocracy wilhotgive you access
D decisionmaking inany meaningfulvay. The e
wilabays be anote re Bcton and yourvot will
st llcountne xto not ing. \oting me ans

confm ing basic acce ptance ofte po Mical
process and te rull ofwh at\e rmaprity. The
myt ofdemocracy as a supe riorpo licakys€m
doe s notprow in k allty.

But arguing agains tde m ocracy is m os th use Bss,
be cause peopll be B\ noton te basis of

r ason butdrw n by supe rs tion and dogm a. In
te rah ofpo bics, be ing agains tde m ocracy is
vodificukobphc and ke ¥ © lad inD

iso kton. lewors ke "ustce ’, ‘peace ’, Se cunty”.
You cannots tand up ope n ¥ and adwocat agains t
‘pstce . Those,whowantiowage warusua i

spe ak aboutpeace andsecurity,whill b hming



te Vvicims as Vo Intand aggr ssors.
OterWays of i

Whente ColWarfnalfcame b anend and
te dusthadsettld,we beganbsee mor
clark t atw o dis inctcom prh e nsive and

com plt conce pt ofways of BEE hademe rge d
andwer mor openkbeginningtbchallnge te
dominantsocie it s and teirchims ofsupe ronty
ofteircivikaton and univk rally ofteir
principBs and valkes.

The challnge comes from Mus Ins and

Indige nous Peoplls rspectve ¥ Bot haw in
commontatteyar deep¥spintualkand non-
secubrwit hobticand cohe r ntcodes of B,
proMde m e aning and guidance forh um ans as
partofa lkcr aton, ste ss rsponsibi By and

com m unity ins € ad offre e dom and indidua km .
Bot raise hopes tatpeopll canhealrom te
diseasedmentaly and r Rtions imposed on tem
by te Europe ans and teirdias pora, and can tm
teirbt and rsolle prssing prob Ims by
impEmentng teirownsoltons base d on and in
accordance wit teirown taditonalbe B € and
cusoms,tatmeans © rcov rand rwvw te
ways from be br Europe an subjgation and

dom ination.

Againstte CommonEnemy

The maprcontradicton ofourtme is Wh it

Supr m acy and particu hr¥ t e De m ocratic

Tota Maran Socie ie s (DTS). The struggll is
betweente DTS, ttying © impose teirway of I
upon allbters, and peoplls wh o want de cide
teirway of lf Prtemse Res. Itis about

ota Marian dom ination orse Fde € m inaton.

Whill itmakes sense tatwe stuggll bge ter
againstte conmonenemy (te DTSand teir
Tota Marian G bbalOrde r- TGO), terr wilne\e r
be agrementaboutte herafer The Bcky ting
is tatwe don*tnee d a comm on \Msion or
principls. Peopls candecide Prtemse Les
how teywant ciange teirr hions.
Contradiction and confictbe wee n pe op s can
mosteasik be awide d by Mng se parat from
each oterWe may unit instuggll againstte
commonenemy, buttry © stand clarofe ach
oters waywhenitcomes Dissues ofwher ©
go,wit whom,whenandwhy.

Furtemor ,we shoull ocus on te

conse que nces of, and r ponsibi My for, ouracton,
ins € ad oft e orie s and int ntons. Le tus notbe
confise d by tall and nottry © bindoters © our
ide o bgy orprincip Bs. Le tus notdis cuss me ans
as much as e fEck andspe ak as clarand

col e rntas we can.

We ar inasiwatonwhich proMdes gr at
opportunity b bring b anend te hisry
dominat d by te Europe ans and t ¢ irdias pora.
Mor owe r, be cause ofstrong de pe nde ncies, we
canbe sur tatte rpercussions wilbe
widespr ad and tndamentalTo te extnd te
DTS, and particu kr¥ te Mu K and Trans natonal
Cormoratons, Organizatons and Ins tutons ar
beingwe akened, possibilies willanse r
peopls.

WhatTo Do?

*de-valie money

*re -de fne prope ry and ow ne 5 ip
*de-Hgitimize te rull of hw
*dis-courage invstent
*dis-solle orde r

In porantksue s

*no ru I ofint matona Hhw
*no unive sa b um an righ €
*no s ice no pe ace

*no int n& ntion

Agains tWh at?

*agains tDTS ins tutions and organiz ations
(MFAV BAV TOUN,ICC, ¢ T©)

*agains tg bba lproduction and com m unicaton
ne oK s

*agains tm u K- and trans natona lins ttlutons
and organis ations

*agains tor ign de btand inve st e nt

*agains tpat ntand copyrigh tprot ction

*agains tint rworl unsm

Things To Do

* Ik -0rganizing com m unity
*de -ce ntralking com pe € nce and conto
*de\e bping se Fre lance ofcom m unite s
ins € ad ofint rde pe nde nce ofe conom ie s
*aunomy ins € ad ofink graton or
assim i hton by te dom inants ocie ty
*se [Fde € mination ins € ad ofbta Marian
dom ination





