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In the Philippines, drought again brought fam ne to Negros's
i nfanous sugar plantations in 1896-97, then returned to
devastate agriculture on Luzon, Panay and other big islands
from 1899 to 1903. Cimate stress was alloyed with warfare,
poverty and ecological crisis. Thus the first phase of
drought-fam ne coincided with a national uprising against the
Spani sh, while the second overl apped patriotic resistance to
US recol oni zati on. The i ndependence novenent itself, noreover,
was spurred by the growing crisis of food security since
m d-century, when Spain (prodded by Britain) had |aunched
an anbitious canpaign to develop exports and conmercialize
agriculture. Traditional fornms of conmunal | and ownership and
subsi stence-oriented production had been violently disnmantl ed
in favor of rice and sugar nonocul tures operated by pauperized
smal | hol ders and debt - shackl ed sharecroppers. ... Mreover, as
t he export boom generated a demand for new plantation |and,
Luzon's interior foothills were rapidly deforested, |eading by
the 1890s to the silting of river bed, nore intense flooding,
and gradual aridification of the | ow ands.

Beginning wth the outbreak of war in February 1899,
mlitary authorities closed all the ports, disrupting the
vital inter-island trade in foodstuffs and preventing the
m gration of hungry |aborers to food-surplus areas. Then, as
drought began to turn into famne in 1900, they authorized the
systematic destruction of rice stores and livestock in areas
that continued to support guerrilla resistance. As historians
woul d | ater point out, the ensuing canpaign of terror against
the rural popul ati on, backed up by pass system and popul ati on
"reconcentration,” prefigured US strategy in Vietnam during
the 1960s. "All palay, rice, and storehouses clearly to use by
the eneny soldiers,” wites De Bevoise, "were to be destroyed.
That pl an woul d have caused hardshi p for the people even had it
been i nplenented as intended, since guerrillas and civilians
of ten depended on the sane ri ce stockpiles, but the food-deni al
program got out of hand. Increasingly, unsure who was eneny
and who was friend, Anmerican soldiers on patrol did not agonize
over such distinctions. They shot and burned i ndi scrim nately,
engagi ng i n an orgy of destruction throughout the Philippines."”
As one soldier wote back hone to M chigan: "W burned every
house, destroyed every carabao and other animals, all rice
and ot her foods." As a result, "agricultural production was so
generally crippled during the Anerican war that food-surplus
regions hardly existed."

As peasants began to die of hunger in the fall of 1900,
Anerican officers openly acknow edged in correspondence that
starvation had becone official mlitary strategy. "The result
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Is inevitable,” wote Colonel D ckmn from Panay, "nmany
people wll starve to death before the end of six nonths."
On Samar, Brigadier General Jacob Smth ordered his nen
to turn the interior into a "howing w/lderness.” Fam ne,
in turn, paved the way for <cholera (which especially
favored t he reconcentrati on canps), nmal aria, smal |l pox, typhoid,
tubercul osis "and everything else that rode in war's train of
evils.” In such circunstances, of course, it was inpossible
to disentangle the victins of drought from the casualties of
warfare, or to distinguish famne from epidemc nortality.
Nonet hel ess, De Bevoise concludes, "it appears that the
American war contributed directly and indirectly to the | oss
of nore than a mllion persons froma base popul ati on of about
seven mllion." ... [1]
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