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Excerpts: America and the Founding of Israel

In 1800 Palestine was sonewhat feudal, wth nany |arge
| andowners - sone of them absentee - and i npoveri shed peasants
working for them as well as snall, independent farnmers,

craftsmen and shopkeepers. Sem nonmadi ¢ Bedoui n grazed sheep and
goats. They also raided farns and villages, which had little
police protection. This discouraged settling rural areas. Sone
| and, especially in the Jordan valley and al ong the coast, was
swanpy, malarial and sparsely inhabited, Jews lived primrily
in the four holy cities, Jerusalem Hebron, Tiberias and
Saf ed. They were nostly shopkeepers, artisans, and students of
the Bible, the Talnmud and other Jewi sh religious teachings.
Virtually none were farners.

Meanwhi | e many European and U. S. Jews t hought that assim |l ation
into the culture and society in which they found thensel ves
was both possible and desirable. ... Before 1882 relatively
few Jews enbraced any form of Zionism

Russia has a long history of anti-Semtism ... In 1881 Czar
Al exander 11 was nurdered. A Jew was one of several people
accused in his death. Al exander II11, who succeeded his father,

condoned progrons - anti-Semtic rioting - which began in June
1881. Wien Jews tried physically to defend thensel ves, police
noved against them The brutality quickly spread throughout
the Pale of Settlenent, ending in 1884. Hundreds of Jews
had been nurdered. Thousands fled, nostly to western Europe
and Anerika. ... The progrons triggered the first |arge-scale
immgration to Palestine - the First Aliyah - between 1882
and 1903.

The Otoman sultan, 'Abdul Hamid Il, (ruled 1876-1909), was
somewhat |iberal towards Jews but opposed their noving to
Pal estine. He feard it would increase European governnents
al read extensive neddling in Pal estine. He was especially wary
of immgrants from Russia, his expansionist neighbor ... in
1882 the sultan banned Jewi sh inmgration and | and purchase.
This ban was soon withdrawn but reinstated in 1891. However,
it was not strictly enforced; his officials could be bribed.
During the First Aliyah sone 25,000 Jews noved to Pal esti ne.
They founded several farmng settlenments ... Jews in Pal estine
i ncreased to between 27,000 and 50, 000 by 1904.

sone Arabs reacted negatively even to the First Aliyah. In
1891 Arab nerchants and craftsnmen in Jerusal emtel egraphed the
O toman grand vizier, noting that they expected nore Jew sh
immgration. They called for a halt to this and to further
Jew sh purchase of | and.

Political Zionismincluded the desire to formin Pal estine an
i ndependent Jewi sh state. A Russian Jewish inmmgrant, Ze'ev
Dubnov, wrote in 1882 that his final purpose was "to take
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possession in due course of Palestine ..." ... "to put al
the land, all the industry, in the hands of Jews." o
Then the Jews, if necessary with arns in their hands, wll
publicly proclaim thenselves nasters of their own, ancient
fatherl and."

Theodor Herzl (1860-1904), a Jewi sh Austrian playwight and
journalist ...In 1896 he published Der Judenstaat. ... He
considered both Palestine and part of Argentina desirable
sites.

First Zionist Congress, in Basel, Swtzerland, in 1897
It stated:
Zionism strives to create for the Jewish people a hone in
Pal estine secured by public | aw

According to corrected Otoman figures, in 1897 Pal estine had
563, 000 peopl e, including 529,500 Arabs and 21,500 Jews.

As educated Arabs |l earned of Zionismand its goals sonme becane
concered. A few nonths after the First Zionist Congress, a
Lebanese witer, Rashid R da, warned ..

Yusuf al-Khalidi was a nenber of a promnent Mislim famly
in Jerusalem In 1899, while major of Jerusalem he wote to
France's chi ef rabbi, Zadoc Kahn: "There are still uninhabited
countries where one could settle mllions of poor Jews who nmay
per haps becone happy there and one day constitute a nation ..
But ... let Palestine be left in peace."

Kahn sent the letter to Herzl, ... Herzl assured al-Khalid
that no one was trying to renove Arabs.

Herzl repeatedly tried to obtain a charter for an autononous
Jewi sh national honme in Palestine. The sultan refused, but
offered to let Jews settle in small groups throughout the
enpire. They woul d have to beconme Turkish citizens; inmmgration
to Palestine could be only mnimal. Herzl rejected the offer
and consi dered ot her sites. Because of increased Russian Jew sh
immgrationto Britain since 1882, its Jew sh popul ati on by 1902
exceeded 100, 00. London wi shed to restrict further inmgration
and thus was open to considering Jew sh settlenents in British
possessi ons. Zionists proposed the island of Cyprus ... Britain
rejected the plan; it would require evicting Geeks and Musl i s.

In April 1903, the British colonial secretary told Herzl that
Uganda, then a British colony, seened ideal for a Jew sh
honel and. The site tentatively offered, which is nowin Kenya,
had sone 6,000 square mles. Because of tribal warfare it had
few people. ... Both Herzl and Britain pursued the idea.
However, the Russian delegates to the Sixth Zionist Congress,
held in Basel that August, bitterly opposed Uganda and woul d
only consi der Pal esti ne.

. At that tinme many i f not nost Zionists were Russian. ... the
battl e continued at the Seventh Zionist Congress in 1905. The
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Congress, urged by Russi an del egates, voted overwhelmngly "to
reject all colonization prograns other than those in Pal estine
and adj acent countries.”

After the Seventh Congress's vote, forty del egates opposing
it founded the Jewi sh Territorial Organization (I TO in August
1905. It explored sites in East Africa, Cyrenaica (Libya),
Angol a, Mesopotam a (lraq), Canada, Mexico, Honduras, Dutch
Gui ana (Surinanme), Australia and Siberia. Al were judged
unusabl e because either | ocal governments opposed their use or
t he i nhabitants were expected to, or the sites | acked water or
had ot her serious weather problens. Meanwhile, the Gl veston
| mm gration Schenme (AS) brought 10,000 Jews to Texas between
1906 and 1914; ITO ran G S from 1907 until G S ended at the
start of World War 1|.

"Pal estine-only" Zionists of 1905 were partly responsible
for European Jews not having anywhere to flee fromthe Nazis.

In 1903, w despread Russi an progrons agai n erupted. Before the
ensui ng Second Aliyah was ended by Wrld War |, sone 40, 000
nore Jews - nostly Russian - cane to Palestine-only. (The
causal relationship between European anti-Sem ti smand Zi oni sm
generally, and Jewish inmgration to Palestine in particular,
mani fests itself repeatedly. ... by 1914, sone forty-seven
farmng settlenents with about 12, 000 Jew sh occupants had been
founded. Li ke nmany other Zionist projects, many of these were
| argly funded by Rothschild famly nenbers, sone of whom had
softened their anti-Zi onism

According to an ancient custom recognized by Otoman | aw,
Pal estinian villagers shared the use of grazing |and around
their village even if they did not hold individual title to
the | and. Sone new Jew sh | andowners did not allow this.

if Second Aliyah imm grants bought a farm village from for
i nstance, an absentee Arab owner, its Arab peasants often were
forcibly replaced with Jewi sh settlenents as a threat to their
l'ivelihood.

In the spring of 1908, Jewish and Arab workers in Jaffa
cl ashed. S.D. Levontin, the Jew sh director of the | ocal Angl o-
Pal esti ne Bank, conpl ained to David Wl ffsohn, the head of the
Wrld Zionist executive, that young Jewi sh nen were largely
responsi ble. He said that they were arned with sticks, knives
and guns, and behaved toward Arabs wi th arrogance and cont enpt.
That same year Levontin also wote to Wl ffsohn that Zionist
| abor | eaders were creating ill wll for Zi onismby urging that
j obs be given to Jews instead of to Arabs.

Arabs al so conpl ained that inmgrants did not bother to | earn
about Pal estinian Arabs' custons or respect them

Ri chard Li cht heim a German who represented the Zionist central
executive committee in Istanbul, wote in 1913: "The Arabs



Nolntervention Doc: Excerpts: America and the Founding of Israel

are and wll remain our natural opponents. They ... want to
preserve their nation and cultivate their culture ... The Jew
for themis a conpetitor who threatens their predom nance in
Pal estine." Later Lichtheimstated that even before 1914 it was
clear that the national aspirations of Zionists and Pal esti ni an
Arabs were inconpatible.

By 1914, sone 56, 000-60, 000 Jews and sonme 659, 000 Arabs |ived
in Palestine. ... (Before the 1870s the OQtomans did little
census work in Palestine.)

Wrld War | noved Zionismis center to London. Britain becane
much nore imersed in Zionism because of Britain's Balfour
Declaration and its postwar nmandate over Pal estine.

To win over both Arab and Jews Britain made contradictory
prom ses abaut Pal estine to each.

Between July 1915 and March 1916, Sir Henry MMahon, British
Hi gh Comm ssioner in Cairo, and Sherif Hussein of Mecca, an
Arab | eader in the Otoman Enpire, exchanged ten letters - the
Hussei n- McMahon Correspondence. ... The begai ning produced a
conditioned British pledge of independence for Arabs. Arabs
maintain that this included independence for Palestine. Wth
the Allied victory, Britain contended that Pal estine was not
i ncluded. Argunents to back Britain's position are conplex;
their validity is disputed.

The inherent noral right of Palestine's inhabitants to
determine their own future did not, of course, belong to
Britain. It certainly had no noral right to grant or w hthold
I ndependence. However, the Allies won the war and Britain
engi neered its own axquisition of the | egal power to deny the
I nhabitants of Pal estine the exercise of their noral right to
sel f-determ nation

While Britain bargained with Arabs it al so secretly negoti ated
primarily with France and secondarily with Russia over the
di vi si on anong t hensel ves of Gttoman | ands i n Asi a. Their Sykes-
Pi cot Agreenent of May 1916 ...

nmost of Pal estine went under British control; its northern
secti on went under French control.

.. Arerica entered the war in April 1917. This was siXx
nonths before Britain adopted the Balfour Declaration
Neverthel ess, in 1937 Lloyd George told the Palestine Roya
(Peel) Comm ssion: "Zionist | eaders gave us a definite prom se
that, if the Allies commtted thenselves to giving facilities
for the establishnent of a national hone for the Jews in
Pal estine, they would do their best to rally Jew sh sentinent
and support thoughout the world to the Allied cause. They kept
their word."

The British War Cabinet's adoption of the Bal four Declaration
on Cctober 31, 1917 ...
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m d- Oct ober Wl son nore fornmally sent Britain his approval .
However, he asked London not to make it known publicly,
for after Britain would nmake the declaration itself public,
Anerican Jews woul d ask himfor his approval of it and he woul d
publicly give it. ... WIson strengthened the position of the
pro-decl arati on nmenbers of the War Cabinet. In doing this he
seriously undermned the fulfillment of the noral right of
Pal estinian Arabs to sel f-determ nation.

., Arab | eaders strongly objected. However, Sherif Hussein's
son, Feisal, hoping Britain would make him Kig of Syria,
allegedly signed two pledges to support a Jew sh national
honme in Palestine. Wwen the French took over Syria, they
expel | ed Fei sal, who cl ai ned the signatures on t he pl edges were
forgeries. Wthin a few nonths after Britain adopted Bal four,
France, Italy, China, Japan, G eece and Siamat least inplicitly
endorsed it. Although Wl son had already approved a draft of
Bal four, his governnment could not formally endorse it because
It was at peace with Turkey. Wth WI son approving Bal four and
t he War Cabi net passing it, both the British governnment and at
| east the White House in effect approved of Zionismitself. ..
Only then did many, but not all, British and U S. Jews drop
their anti-Zionism

The decl aration did not adequately safeguard the rights of the
Pal estinian Arabs. It refers only totheir "civil and reli gi ous
rights,” not to their political rights.

Both Britain, and WIlson in supporting Britain, seemngly were
wor ki ng out of a colonialist noral framework i n which right was
judged by mght. ... In 1917 Pal esti ni ans were being victim zed
by this colonialist noral franmework.

In the followng years Britain allowed so many non-
Pal estinians to immgrate that they did in fact upset "the
common good rightly understood.” ... Britain would allow so
many Zionists toinmgrate that they would eventual ly be able to
hel p force the establishnent not only of a hone but of a state.

Bal four told the War Cabinet that the term "'nationa
hone' ... did not necessarily involve the early establishment
of an independent Jew sh state, which was a matter of gradual
devel opnment in accordance with the ordinary laws of politica
evol ution."

The decl arati on was bound to cause di ssention because it
was virtually self-contradictory:

In 1918, Y.A. Wlkansky ... told the Conference of the
Yi shuv (the Jews living in Pal estine) :

When you enter into the mdst of the Arab nati on and do not
allowit tounite, here you are taking its Iife. The Arabs are
not salt-fish; they have blood, they Iive and they feel pain
with the entry of a 'foreign body' into their mdst. ... [2]
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