Nolntervention Doc: Operation Phoenix in Vietnam

Operation Phoenix in Vietnam

Qperation Phoenix was |aunched by the CIA in Vietnam in
1967. It was a canpaign of terror and assassination ained
at 'neutralizing' |eaders of the National Liberation Front
(NLF) and terrorizing all those suspected of supporting
its objectives. According to Wayne Cooper, a fornmer Phoenix
advisor, it was a 'unilateral American program, Cl A operatives
"recruited, organized and supplied, and directly paid CT
(counter-terror) teans... to use Viet Cong techniques of
terror -- assassination, kidnappings, and intimdations --
agai nst the VC | eadership'. Between 1968 and 1972 a total of
26, 369 South Vi etnamese civilians were assassi nated under the
Phoeni x programre, another 33,350 were inprisoned in US built
"Provincial Interrogation Centers' where nbst were tortured.
Cooper clains that the majority of these people were non-
comuni st nationalists not involved inthe NLF. On 13 Sept enber
1974, WIlliam Colby, Director of the CIA appeared at a
conference on the ClIA and covert activities on Capitol Hill.

Col by had supervised Operation Phoenix and he spoke of it at
t he conference: ' The Phoeni x programwas one part of the total
paci fication programof the governnment of Vietnam There were
several other parts: the devel opnent of |ocal security forces
i n the nei ghbourhood to protect the villages; the distribution
of a half a mllion weapons to the people of South Vietnam
to use in unpaid self-defense groups... The Phoenix program
was designed to bring sonme degree of order and regularity to
a very unpleasant, nasty war that had preceded it. It did a
variety of things to inprove the procedures by which that was
run. It provided procedures by which the identification of the
| eaders, rather than the foll owers, becane the objective of the
operation... over two and a half years of the Phoeni x program
there were 29,000 captured; there were 17,000 defected; and
there were 20,500 killed, of which 87% of those killed were
killed by regular and paramlitary forces and 12% by police
and simlar elenents.' [1]
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